James R. Suits
April 15, 1930 - May 19, 2019

Our dad, James (Jim) Suits passed away peacefully with family at his side on Sunday,
May 19, 2019 at StoryPoint Assisted Living in Saline. Jim was born on April 15, 1930 to
Emil Suits and Hazel Puff. Jim graduated from Ann Arbor High School in 1948 where he
met the love of his life, Jerry Feiner. Jim played football in high school and also got his
pilot’s license. He took Jerry flying on their first date in 1948. They were married on July 1,
1950. He graduated from the University of Michigan with an M.B.A. He began his business
career as an C.P.A. at Icerman, Johnson, and Hoffman in Ann Arbor, where he later
became a partner. He continued working there as a partner during the firm changes as
Touche Ross and then Deloitte. He retired in 2008. He served as Treasurer of the First
Baptist Church of Ann Arbor for over fifty years.
Jim was an accomplished water skier and spent many summers skiing with family and
friends at the family cottage on Portage Lake. He was known for his no hands, slalom
trick! He loved model trains and Corvettes. He was a carpenter and craftsman, planning
and building porches for both his home and the cottage. He was a lifelong University of
Michigan sports enthusiast, attending basketball and football games and wrestling meets.
He loved classical music and a good book, and could be found with music blaring and his
head in a kindle right to the last week of his life. He loved dogs, especially dachshunds.
Jim is predeceased by his wife Jerry, brother William D. Suits, and grandson Joe. He is
survived by his three children, Lynn M. Suits, (David Lamkin), Kathy Suits Keeping (Alan),
and Charles Suits, (Betsy). Also surviving are grandchildren Martin McDonald (Gina), Karl
Suits, David Suits, (Marcha), John Suits, (Ellen), Scott Siler, Sarah Suits Obenauf, (John),
and Daniel Siler. Great-grandchildren include Keira McDonald, R.J. Suits, Jimmy Suits
and Emma Suits. Private service to be held at Forest Hill Cemetery. A special thank you to
the staff at StoryPoint Assisted Living and Kindred Hospice.
Donations may be made online at https://dachshundhausrescue.org/ or mailed to
Dachshund Haus Rescue, 13375 Cloverlawn Dr., Sterling Heights, MI. 48312. To leave a
memory you have of Jim or to sign his guestbook please visit www.rbfhsaline.com.

Cemetery
Forest Hill Cemetery
415 Observatory Street
Ann Arbor, MI, 48104

Comments

“

Dad wasn't a very verbal person. He showed love by his actions rather than by his
words. As his oldest I was a witness to a very young and fun loving dad who let me
try water skiing at age 4, who took me in a row boat early in the morning from
Portage Lake to Hell Creek to visit a 3 legged turtle. The responsibility of being and
father/CPA and be grounded from flying by his love for my mom took away some of
the boy and left the serious man who loved a good joke. We shared our love for
accounting (is that possible?) and his devotion to my mom all through her terrible
illness was awe inspiring.

Lynn Marie Suits - May 23, 2019 at 10:24 AM

“

David B Lamkin lit a candle in memory of James R. Suits

David B Lamkin - May 23, 2019 at 07:36 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of James R. Suits.

May 21, 2019 at 10:32 AM

