
Donald O. Fardig
February 28, 1929 - October 6, 2021

Donald Ormand Fardig, 92, passed away peacefully surrounded by his family
on Wednesday, October 6, 2021. He is survived by his wife of 70 years,
Arlene, daughter Jude Fardig (Chris Wallace), son David, daughter-in-law
MaryAnn Fardig, his grandchildren Lauren Fardig-Diop (Mulay), Amy
Khavajian (Mani), Danny Fardig (Randi), Ben Wallace, Hannah Wallace, and
his 7 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his son Don “Digger”
Fardig, parents Fannie and Arthur, brother Raymond Fardig (Elizabeth), and
sister Amy Lytikainen (Paul). 

The son of Finnish immigrants, Don was born in Detroit but moved to South
Dakota as a child, and returned to Michigan with his mother, sister and brother
after his father died of pneumonia. He met his future wife Arlene at Central
High School in Detroit; they were married after graduation. After the wedding,
he enlisted in the Army and was stationed in Germany during the Korean War.
He worked for a short time as a bank teller but was urged by friends to apply
to become a draftsman at Ford Motor Company due to his neat handwriting.
He retired from FoMoCo in 1987 at the age of 58. Don enjoyed coaching and
supporting his sons in their hockey and golf endeavors, and supporting his
daughter in her career as a Physician Assistant. He was incredibly proud that
all three of his children received their undergrad degrees from the University
of Michigan. 



He enjoyed retirement life on Torch Lake and was active in his church
community, and as a ranger at A-Ga-Ming Golf Course. He had a strong
community of friends. In his free time, he loved doing crossword puzzles, bird
watching, playing harmonica, fixing things in his garage and mowing the lawn
on his riding mower. He was best known for being handy, for his quick wit,
sense of humor, and for being a man of honesty and integrity. 

The family will hold private memorial services in the future, and would like to
thank the wonderful caregivers of Arbor Hospice who worked with Don until
the end. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to: Arbor Hospice 2366
Oak Valley Drive Ann Arbor, MI 48103 and/or the Alzheimer’s Association. To
leave a memory you have of Don, to sign his guestbook or for more
information please visit www.rbfhsaline.com.
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Susan Ryan - October 13, 2021 at 03:17 PM

I am so sorry for your loss. I will keep the family in my thoughts and
prayers. 

 Susie Ryan

Kathy Miller - October 11, 2021 at 07:37 PM

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon him. You are all in our thoughts and prayers. 

 Love, 
 Dick and Kathy Miller

Dan Whitener - October 11, 2021 at 07:08 PM

Thoughts and prayers for Mrs. Fardig and the entire family. Mr.
Fardig always had a positive word as well as a great sense of
humor. I will always have a smile when I think of him. Rest in peace.

Gordie Buynak - October 11, 2021 at 03:54 PM

My heart goes out to Arlene and entire family. Mom and dad sure
loved him and had so much fun with him. So we’ll respected and
always something good to say. Sounds like he had a long and
enjoyable life. I’m sure Joe and Shirley will welcome him with open
arms. Awe Gord ... “shoot the puck” will forever be in my mind. RIP


