
Gabriel Angel Vera-Burgos
May 1, 1925 - July 14, 2016

Age 91, went home to be with the Lord on Thursday, July 14, 2016 at Brecon
Village in Saline, MI. He was born May 1, 1925 in Medellin, Colombia, the son
of Jesus and Florentina (Burgos) Vera. On June 16, 1956, in Toledo, Ohio he
married Elaine Ruth Schlatter and she preceded him in death on July 1, 1978.
Gabriel married Marianne Szasz in Toledo, Ohio on May 4, 1985. She
preceded him in death on October 10, 2009. Survivors include children from
his first marriage: Gabriel Richard (Cathy) Vera-Burgos, Mary (George) Teeter,
and David (Sherri) Vera-Burgos. Other survivors include his sisters Angela
and Amparo Vera, and his 11 grandchildren, Gabriel Richard, Jr, Rebecca,
Christopher, Daniel, Brian, Benjamin (Jen), Zachary, Jeremiah, Hannah Vera-
Burgos, Rachel, and Ryan Teeter. 
Gabriel’s priorities in life were God, family, and country. He was a quiet man
who was fiercely independent. He never sought personal recognition, but
devoted his time in the support of his family. 
As a lifelong devoted Catholic, Gabriel made his faith a part of his daily life.
He was a consistent participant at the local parish wherever he lived, be it in
Garden City where he raised his family, or in Toledo where he and Marianne
resided. His prayerful approach to everyday life was witnessed by all who
knew him. 
In 1949, at the age of 23, he immigrated to the United States. Before even
becoming a citizen, he served in the United States Army during the Korean
War. He came home to study at Wayne State and joined the International



Institute where he met Elaine. He spent his entire accounting career working
for the University. His loving nature over the years supported his mother,
sending his meager military income to Colombia, and cared for Elaine through
her long battle with cancer and Marianne through her struggle with
Alzheimer’s. 
Gabe loved music—Colombian, Classical, the Waltz, and Hymns. He played
percussion in his high school marching band and continued to love watching
his kids and grandkids perform in school music. 
A Mass of the Christian Burial will take place on Friday, July 22, 2016 at 10:30
A.M. at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church in Saline, MI. A luncheon will
follow the service at the church. Burial will take place at 2:30 P.M. in the
Parkview Memorial Cemetery, Livonia, MI. In lieu of flowers memorial
contributions in Gabriel’s name may be made to the church or designated to
the Art and Music Therapy programs at Brecon Memory Support Center.
Envelopes will be available at the church where friends may begin calling on
Friday, July 22, 2016 from 10:00 A.M. until the time of the service. To sign
Gabriel’s guestbook, to leave a memory, or for more information or directions
please visit www.rbfhsaline.com.



Cemetery Details

Parkview Memorial Cemetery

34205 5 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48154

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 22. 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM (ET)

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church
910 Austin Drive
Saline, MI 48176
https://standrewsaline.org/

Mass of the Christian Burial

JUL 22. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church
910 Austin Drive
Saline, MI 48176
https://standrewsaline.org/

Graveside Service

JUL 22. 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Parkview Memorial Cemetery
34205 5 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48154

https://standrewsaline.org/
https://standrewsaline.org/
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October 23, 2023 at 01:07 PM

Gabriel Angel Vera-Burgos

ulla - July 21, 2016 at 04:50 AM

My heartfelt sympathies to the entire Burgos family. I will forever
remember Gabe as the quiet, gentle soul he was. My thoughts and
prayers are with you all. 

  
Ulla and Kyle Kaeppler

Doug Harmon - July 20, 2016 at 10:51 PM

Dear Rick, Mary-Beth & David, what a beautiful father. You were
truly blessed. I didn't realize what a short time it was that you had
your dear mother (Elaine), but God blessed you to have dad for a
good long time. I have many precious memories of being young
together and growing up in Sunday School in Toledo...God is so
good! You have our sincere sympathies, prayers, and hope in the
Gospel! Sincerely, Doug & Lanna Harmon

Ernie and Mary Weigele - July 17, 2016 at 08:46 AM

We have so many fond memories of Gabe - such a kind and loving
man. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. Ernie and Mary
Weigele
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Alex Bogue - July 15, 2016 at 11:11 AM

I met Mr. Vera-Burgos many times through his son Dave. He
seemed like an extremely nice man. God bless!


