: '~ Meretdurdy Balayev

July 16, 1947 - November 25, 2022

On November 25, 2022, at 75 years of age, suddenly and unexpectedly,
Meretdurdy Balayev, also known as Mered or Misha, passed away of
cardiovascular disease. Dad, grandpa, friend, brother, husband, engineer,
colleague, and fisherman, he was always joyful and full of life with a smile on
his face. He could never drive past pregnant women, or others in need of
help, without stopping and giving them a ride for free. His motto in life was the
song: “The main thing, my friends, is not to have an aging heart! And to sing
the song that you started until the end.” This is how he will be remembered by
all who knew and loved him. Easygoing, positive, he wanted to go painlessly
and not to suffer, and he left on his own terms, just as he would have wanted -
peacefully and quietly in his sleep. The day before passing away, he did
everything he loved the most - went fishing in the morning, then gathered at
the dinner table with his children and grandkids to celebrate American
Thanksgiving, and ate his favorite sauerkraut and persimmons. He joked
around and laughed a lot. He was surrounded by loved ones. Lucky in life and
lucky in death.

Mered was born on July 16, 1947, in Tashhouz, Turkmenistan, one of the 15
republics of the former Soviet Union, in a wonderful family. His father,
Sapardurdy Balayev, was a bright and kind man, who held high government
posts all his life. Despite this, he and his wife, Uzum Balayeva (Atasheva)
raised five children very humbly. Mered is deeply missed by his three sisters,
whom he loved dearly - Emma, Maral, and Yazgul. They live in Turkmenistan



and are devastated that they can’t bury their brother. His beloved brother,
Aman, passed away at a very young age and there was no day that went by
that Mered didn’t remember his brother, with whom he had a close friendship.
Mered spent 48 years of his life with his wife, Zohre Balayeva (Sultanova) and
was a faithful spouse. In addition, Mered had many relatives and friends in
Turkmenistan, Turkey, Russia, Ukraine, US, Canada, and Israel, who have
sent their condolences to the Balayev family.

More than anything in life, Mered loved and was proud of his children and
grandchildren (Jeren, Thurman, Maya, Alex; Ayna, Oleg, Leyla; Bahar, Batyr,
Allan, Dana, Anna; Dovlet, Enesha, Sapardurdy, Mergen). He devoted the last
years of his life to helping his children and raising his grandchildren. Twice a
week he baked Turkmen bread (churek) and gave it with great joy to his
children, friends, and neighbors. He loved his adopted city of London, Ontario,
Canada (he was proud of his nickname “Canada” given to him in
Turkmenistan) and his neighborhood, where he knew everything and where
everyone knew him because he walked around every day, rain, snow, or
shine. Mered loved shopping, especially buying things at the dollar store. His
grandchildren joked that the store “Dollarama” should be renamed to
“‘Dedarama” (Deda is grandpa in Russian). He regularly purchased gifts and
put them away in his suitcases in order to carry them to Turkmenistan and
give them to his loved ones there. He so much looked forward to going to
Ashgabat and couldn’t wait for the pandemic to end so that he could fly there
at long last after three long years to see his extended family.

Friends are writing that they are crying and mourning. They are saying that he
was like sunshine, like a big child, a man with a pure soul and a heart full of
light, without any desire for vengeance and with no mean streak, not a grain of
guile. He was passionate about life and enjoyed every day and every moment.
On his face, there was never anger nor even a frown. He greeted every guest
with joy and an open heart.

His children will always remember how their dad bought peanuts, from every
paycheck, and roasted them in the oven, or pomegranates, which they all ate



together happily, sitting on the floor of their living room, Turkmen style. He
made fries on Saturdays and did technical drawing homework for his
daughters in high school. He loved taking the kids to numerous parades in the
USSR every year. He was an avid photographer and developed black and
white photos with his children in the darkness of the kitchen in their Gaudan
apartment. The neighborhood kids always waited for clean-up Saturdays in
the courtyard that he organized because they knew that after the event was
over, Uncle Misha would bring out a huge pot with boiled corn, which would be
enough for everybody. He was a jack of all trades, a jolly man, a prankster,
and a storyteller - this is how his loved ones and friends would describe him.
And they will also say that there was a lot to learn from him - Mered forgave
quickly, did not hold grudges, was happy to celebrate small things in life, and
was never idle.

Mered, faithful husband, cherished father, beloved grandfather, precious
father-in-law, loyal brother, favorite uncle, comforting friend, and kind neighbor
has left us. After 75 years and 4 months, Mered leaves a legacy for us of
cheerfulness, helpfulness, graciousness, and kindness. Ever willing to cheer,
comfort, forgive and lend a helping hand, Mered will forever be remembered
as our special “Deda." Since replacing him is impossible, we will forever more
remember and honor him with both our tears of sorrow, which flow from the
crushing pain of his passing, and of joy, as we recall the ceaseless smile that
he not only wore on his own face, but that he gave to us whenever we were
near him.

Forever in our hearts!

25 HoA0ps 2022 roga CKOPONOCTMXKHO N HEOXKMAAHHO B 75 neT yLén u3
XW3HU OT cepaeyHo-cocyaucToro 3abonesaHus Mepetaypabl banaes -
Mepea, Muwa... lNana, geaywka, apyr, 6part, MyX, UHXeHep, Konnera, pbibak.
Bcerga »xn3HepagoCTHbIN, XXU3HENOOMBBIN C yNnblokon Ha nuue. OH HUKoraa
He npoe3Xxas MUMMO BepEMEHHBIX U HYXXOAKLLNXCH, KOTOPbIE NOBUIM TaKCU U



aoBo3un nx 6ecnnatHo. Ero 4esn3om no XmnsHu Obina necHsa «lmaeHoe,
pebsaTta, cepguem He ctapeTb! lNeceHKy HayaTyo 40 KOHLa A0NeTby. Tak ero
3anoOMHSAT BCe, KTO 3Han u nobun ero. Jlérknn B obLeHnn, no3auTUBHbLIN, OH
XOTen YUTN N3 3TOW XXMU3HW JIEerKO, He MyYasiCb W YLLEN MMEHHO TakK, Kak XoTer,
MUPHO, CMOKOWHO, BO CHe. 3a AeHb OO CMEepPTU, OH caenan BCce, 4To nobun
BornbLue BCero - yTpoM NOLWWEN Ha pblbarnky, NOToM cuaen 3a CTofIoM C AeTbMU
N BHYKaMu, NpasgHysa amepukaHcknin [eHb bnarogapenus, en nobumyto
COSIEHYIO KanycTy n xypmy. MHoro wyTtun u cmesancs. bbin okpy>xeH
nodmMbIMK NtoabMU. CHACTIMBYMK MO XKMU3HU U CHACTIIMBYMK B CMEPTH.

Mepep pogunca 16 niona 1947 roga B ropoge Tawayse, B TypkmeHUCcTaHe,
ogHowm u3 15 pecnybnuk 6oiBwero Cosetckoro Coto3a, B 3aMmevaTteribHon
cembe. Ero otey, Canapgypabl banaes, 0bin yMHbIM, JOBpbIM YErTOBEKOM U
3aHMMan donbline NpaBUTENBCTBEHHbIE MOCTbI BCHO CBOK XWU3Hb. [pn 3TOM,
OH 1 ero XeHa, Y3tom banaesa (ATalweBa) BocrnvTanu CBOUX NATEPbLIX AETEN
oveHb CKpOMHO. o Mepeay ckopbsT ero Tpu cecTpbl, KOTOPbIX OH OYEHb
nbun - Amma, Mapan n Asrynb. OHM XnBYT B TYPKMEHUCTAHE N COXaretoT,
YTO HEe MOryT NOXOPOHUTL BpaTa. Ero nobumbin 6pat, AMaH, octaBuni 3T0T
MUP COBCEM MOMOAbIM N He BblNo Takoro AHs, 4Todbbl Mepen He BCioMuHan
cBoero 6bparta, ¢ KoTopbIM y Hero bbina 6onbwasn apyxba. Mepepq 48 net
NpoXun co ceoen xeHon, 3oxpe banaeson (CyntaHoBOW) 1 OblfT BEPHbLIM
cynpyrom. Takxke y Mepena B TypkmeHuctaHe, B Typuumn, B Poccun, B
YkpavHe, B AMepuke, B KaHage v B VIapanne MHOro poaHbIxX v apys3eun,
KOTOpbl€ NocbinatT crioBa cobonesHoBaHMs ceMbe banaeBbix.

BonbLlue Bcex B xn3Hn Mepeg ntobun n ropanncs CBOMMU AeTbMU N BHyKamMu
(xepeH, CepmaH, Mans, Anekc; AinHa, Oner, Jlenna; baxap, batblp, AnnaH,
HaHa, AHHa; JoeneT, SQHewa, Canapaypabl, MepreH). OH nocBATUN CBOU
nocnegHue rogbl NOMOLLUN AETSIM M BOCNUTaAHUIO BHYKOB. [1Ba pa3sa B Heaento
OH BblIMNeKan TYpKMeHcKMe nenéLukun (Yypek) n pasgasan C pagocTbio OETAM,
Apy3bsim n cocegsam. OH oyeHb Nobun cBoM NPUEMHBLIN ropod, JIoHAOoH,



OnTapuo, KaHagy (ropauncs knuykon KaHaga, KTopyto emy ganv B
TypKMEHUCTaHe) 1 CBOW panoH, rae OH BCE 3Har v rae Bce 3Hanu ero, notomy
YTO OH KaXabl AeHb XO4WUI MNELKOM 1 B XOPOLLYIO U B HEHACTHYHO Moroay.
Mepepn oboxan xoanTb No marasvHam, 0COBeHHO OH Nbun genartb NOKYMNKU
B JONNapoBOM MarasunHe. Ero BHyku WwyTunu, 4to marasvH [lonnapama
AOSMKHbI NnepeMmeHoBaTh B [leaapamy. OH perynspHoO nokynas nogapku v
cKnagblBan ux B YeMoaaHbl 4515t Toro, 4Tobbl 0TBE3TU BCE B TYpKMEHUCTaH
poaHbIM 1 6nnskum. OH xgan noe3gku B AwxabaT ¢ 6onbWMUM HETEPNEHNEM
N HEe MOr A0XAAaTbCs KOHLA NaHaemMuu, YToObl HakoHeL, NoneTeTb Tyaa nocne
TPEX OONIUX NET U YBUAETHLCA C POAHBLIMN.

Apy3bsa NULWYT, YTO NAayyT U CKOpOAT. FOBOPST, YTO OH ObIST KaK COMHBILLKO,
Kak 6onbLuon pebEHOK, YernoBeK CBETNOM N YANCTOM OyLun, abcosntoTHO 6e3
XUTPOCTU, NykaBcTBa 1 nognoctu. OH pagoBancsa U Hacnaxgancs Kaxabim
AHEM U KaXkObIM MOMEHTOM XM3HW. Ha ero nuue Hukorga He 6bIfo He TO YTo
3r10CTH, a Jaxe XMypocTn. Bcex MHOrouncneHHbIX rocten OH BCTpeyan c
pafoCTbiO U OTKPbITbIM CepaLeM.

Ero goetv Bcerga 6yayT NOMHUTB, Kak nana C Kaxgown 3apnsiatbl Nokynan
apaxuc n B oyxoBke nomgxkapmsarn ero. inu rpaHatbl, KOTOpble BCe APYXHO
e BMecTe, Cuas Ha rnosy roCTUHOM NO-TYPKMEHCKU. XKapun po3oByto
KapTOLUKYy (KapTowwKy dpu) no cy6b6oTtam. [Jenan gomaluHow paboTy no
YyepyeHuto 3a godek. Jtobun BoanTb AeTer Ha napas Kaxabln rog. bbin
3asanbii ootorpad U BMecTe ¢ AETbMU NPOsIBASN YEépHO-6enble
doTorpacmmn B TEMHOTE Ha KyxHe KBapTupbl Ha [layaaHe. Coceackue aetm
BCerga xaanun cybboTHMKM BO ABOpeE, KOTOpble OH yCTpamBar, Tak Kak 3Hanw,
YTO NO OKOHYaHMO cy660THMKa oaas Muwa BbiHECET BOSbLUYIO KACTPHOSIO
BapeHHOM KyKypy3bl, KOTOPYIO XBaTuUT Ha Bcex. MacTep Ha Bce pyku,
Becesibdak, Xoxmad, paHTasep - Tak ero onuwlyT poaHble 1 Apy3bs. A ewé
CKaXYyT, 4TO BbIIIO YeMy Y Hero noyuntbca - Mepen 6bICTpo npowan, oTnyckarn
obuay, pagoBancs nyctakam, HMKorga He cugen 6es gena.

N, kak cBATON, YLWEN OH B [1ATHULY, BO CHe,



W BHaAnn Hebeca ero monbbe:

N He BoneTb, 1 He nexarTb,

A npocTo feyb nocnatb.

Mol HEe NnpuemMneMm — Kak e Tak?

Kak-6yaTo Xu3Hb — OAUH NYCTSK:

Buepa xogun, n en, n nun,

Uypeku nék, kanycTy, orypLbl COnuIl...

M BHykam nokynan Bcé 6e3genyLkn 1 UrpyLuku,

A BCceM — nanaTtku, 3axkurasku, KaneHaapu, PE3vHKN, 1 XITOMYyLLKW.
W BoT — HeT geaywkn Mepeaa,

Ha «[loyemy?» n «OT4yero?» mbl He HangEM oTBeTa.

BeuHaa namaTtb!



Tribute Wall

Meretdurdy Balayev

October 23, 2023 at 01:07 PM

Laxxe He eepumcs, ymo yxxe 6onbwe Hedernu Hem ¢ HaMu Haweao
narioyKu. .. mbl cezda ocmaHewbCs 8 HaWux cepouax makum Xe
gecesbiM U MonoObiM Oywol. JTlobum mebs @@ @Y

Bahar Abrarova - December 03, 2022 at 10:00 PM



You were the best dad and best grandfather Q@ Q. Missing you
already. Glad you had a great time at my house that very last
evening during Thanksgiving dinner! It was a lot of jokes and laughs

VYV VY LOVE YOU forever, papulka 9 @@

Ayna Balayeva - December 01, 2022 at 10:32 PM

I miss you so much, papa! | can’t believe you are not going to open
my front door multiple times a day and say funny things to me! |
can’t believe you won'’t be here for our daily walks or to see my
children grow :(. | was so glad that Thurman pinched your cheek for
me yesterday when he said goodbye to you ;). Love you forever!
Jeka

Jeren - December 01, 2022 at 09:25 PM



2 files added to the tribute wall

Altyn - December 01, 2022 at 01:26 PM

Haw nrobumbiti 005 Muwa. BeuHas mebe namams. [Nokolics ¢

MUpOM.

Altyn - December 01, 2022 at 01:21 PM

AImuK, OH 04eHb 8cex 8ac obus u xdan ecmpeyu!

Jeren - December 01, 2022 at 09:27 PM

OueHb 04eHb 04YeHb xopowul Yernosek ywer...ckopbum...llpumume
Hawu coborne3HoeaHusi. Hasceeda 3arnoMHuUM e20 8ecersbiMm,
padywHbiM, 2ocmenpuumMHbiM. [ywa pebeHka y Hez2o bbina. [Nycmb

rnokKkoumcsi ¢ MUupom
mapan - December 01, 2022 at 12:13 PM
This is the most beautiful obituary | have ever read. | have never

met Meretdurdy, but knowing his daughter Jeren from work, it is
clear that he instilled in his children all of these values and zest for

life. What a life well lived.

Clare Tattersall

Clare Tattersall - December 01, 2022 at 11:29 AM



Clare, thank you for your kind words in this difficult time!

Jeren - December 01, 2022 at 09:35 PM

Hawu enyboyatiwuue coborne3HogaHUs.

Olga Marshall - November 30, 2022 at 09:17 PM

Llopozomy Hawemy Opyay Mepedy, ceemiomy u 4ucmomy,
gecesioMy U HeymomMumomy — 0oseasi namsime.

He3zabbigaembi €20 wymku u yrbibKu, e2o padocms nodapums
UMEHHOU 4YypekK unu rnpednoxums rnornpobosams e2o0 cO6CMeeHHbIe
coneHusi U 3a20moeku. HesabbieaeMbl €20 3HMy3ua3Mm U yMeHue
rnpueomosums MobuMbIl MypKMeHcKuU mtons-kebab, u pasdenums
geceribe ¢ Opy3bsiMu. A e2o 110bosb K OemsM U 8HyKaMm, U
8HUMaHUe K HUM, CK803UJsIU 8 KaxXOOM e20 ecme U rnocmyrike,
4Ymobbl MOMOYb, ymewums, HAKOPMUMb U MPOCMO rougpame.

U eom ece obopsarnocb. O4eHb CKy4Yaem, CKOpbUM U coxareem.
Lpy3bs. JIOHOOH.

Nina Krougly - November 30, 2022 at 07:05 PM



10 files added to the album Family Pictures

Stephen Robison - November 29, 2022 at 05:55 PM



