
Wilma Duke
January 1, 1925 - September 16, 2020

Wilma Awbrey Duke, 95, passed away peacefully at home on Wednesday,
September 16, 2020. She was born in Cherokee County, Alabama, in 1925,
and was raised in Gadsden, Alabama. She graduated from Gadsden City
High School and Howard College (now Samford University), and, in 1945,
married her high school sweetheart, Nelson. They were married 58 years,
until his death in 2003. Nelson was a pastor, and Wilma’s role as his partner
was of great importance to them both. Through the years, she also worked as
a bookkeeper and a teacher of social studies and geography at Jefferson City
High School. Most importantly, she and Nelson lovingly raised three sons. 

From 1953-1963, the family lived in Montgomery, Alabama, then moved to
Jefferson City, Missouri, where Nelson served as pastor of First Baptist
Church for 27 years, until his retirement. Afterward, the two of them moved to
Liberty, Missouri, to be near their son David and his family. After Nelson’s
death, Wilma moved to Birmingham, Alabama, to be near her son John and
other extended family. In 2010, she moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, to be near
her son Paul and his family. In Ann Arbor, she was a beloved resident of
Brookhaven Manor and a cherished and active member of First Baptist
Church of Ann Arbor, where Paul and his wife Stacey are co-pastors. Her
faith, her family, and the well-being of others were of supreme importance to
her. She was known and admired for her warmth, kindness, and good humor. 



Wilma was predeceased by her parents, her sister, Nola C. King, her
husband, G. Nelson Duke, and her eldest son, David Nelson Duke. She is
survived by her sons Paul Simpson Duke and John Awbrey Duke; daughters-
in-law, Marcia Sowell Duke and Stacey Simpson Duke; six grandchildren,
Stephanie (Leonard), Wesley (Katie), Hillary (Jason), Chris (Lindsay), Rob,
and Charlie; and nine great-grandchildren. A private burial will take place in
Jefferson City, MO. Memorial services will be held at later dates in Jefferson
City and Ann Arbor. Donations in her memory may be made to First Baptist
Church of Ann Arbor, 517 E Washington, Ann Arbor, MI 48103; or to The
David Nelson Duke Undergraduate Colloquium, William Jewell College, 500
College Hill, Liberty, MO, 64068. To leave a memory you have of Wilma, to
sign her guestbook, or for more information please visit www.rbfhsaline.com.
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My deepest sympathy. She is surely going to be missed. Wilma was
a wonderful person, she was a good bible study teacher at the
brookhaven manor. We had good conversations. I'll miss her.


